
Visalia Sportsmen’s Association 

Board meeting Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

 

Chris Norman, secretary, notes: Last Board meeting was June 16, 2020. 

No board meeting for March, April and May 2020. 

No monthly meetings since March 2020. 

No monthly meeting planned for August 2020. 

 

Present officers: Russ B, Brian F, Chris N.   

Directors: Jeremy C., Matthew G, Sean V, Mike R, Ernie G, Kevin V, Matt F, Royce N., Frank T.,  

Ernie G. 

Absent: Bob Gaalswyk, Dirk S and Bob M. and Leroy C. 

Others in attendance: Esther Gipson, Melissa J, Peggy W, John L, Jim Mayfield, Quinton V.,  

Glen Gerard, Shelly Gahagan (Visalia Republican Women’s Federated). 

 

Russ Beechinor opened the meeting at 6:06 pm.  

 

Esther was present to provide an update for the Junior Rifle program and 4H shooting program.  She 

said there were 23 kids ready to go in the Junior program and that Steve Quinn and Esther are ready to 

start in September.  Social distancing is not always possible for range safety protocols, but outdoors at 

the range the shooters are roughly 6 feet apart.  The Junior program is scheduled for the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Sunday of each month. 

Esther said the 4H program is still on hold with no indication of when it would restart. 

Esther mentioned it is time to consider the VSA Elections and nominations.  Nominations need to be 

presented to the board in November for the December election. 

It was suggested to put in the newsletter that nominees can have a short bio in the newsletter. 

 

Shelly Gahagan, from Visalia Republican Women’s Federation, was present to ask the board for an 

opportunity to have a Rep. Women’s shoot at the range and BBQ.  Russ to coordinate a time for late 

September, or October or November.  For this first time event for them to be at the range, they would 

be able to shoot at no charge.  They would shoot as guests.  They have a total of 127 members.  Not 

that many would attend.  VSA to provide RSOs. 

 

Treasurers report by Brian Fulmer: Bank of Sierra Fundraiser account = $85,206.65 

B of S General checking = $50,854.39.  Bank of the West $11,738.94.  Total = $147,769.98. 

 

Matthew Gaalswyk said the he had met with an attorney from Sullivan & Sullivan about establishing a 

charitable 501c3 for the club.  Matthew said the attorney recommended one single entity – not having a 

separate VSA and a “foundation” arm of the club. 

Matthew said the attorney suggested changing the name to something like Visalia Outdoors…  This 

would be similar to Exeter Sportsman’s change in status and name to Exeter Outdoors (now a 501c3).  

Much discussion was held to proceed with the 501c3 and to do everything we can to keep the VSA 

name. 

Approximate cost for the attorney would be up to $5,000. 
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Jim - membership report: $7,680 and $640 one day shooter fees ($20 per person, per day). 

 

Follow ups: 

The receipt of donation or disposal of the old ovens needs to be turned in to So Cal Edison. 

The electric bill for last month was $770.  A second smart thermostat has been ordered.  There are two 

AC units at the club. 

The CCW shooters at the range are being offered extra days to qualify shoot.  This is to provide social 

distancing for COVID precautions. 

The California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) indicated that a server certification 

will be needed soon (2021?).  The ABC certification is coming, but for now the ABC needs to 

determine their program to train and train the people who will be providing the server certification 

class. 

 

Motion to adjourn at 7:12 pm. Approved. 

 


